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PO Box 345
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Case Number: 3004728
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06-09-1982
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Blocker comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He states that he has difficulties with work-related activities because of a loss of vision. He states that he worked in landscaping, but stopped because of sensitivity to light. He states that the vision began to decline approximately two years ago. He has a history of trauma to the right eye and underwent cataract surgery in the right eye in September 2022. A review of the medical records shows an examination on November 4, 2021, at Optim Eyes showing vision of 20/100 on the right and 20/20 on the left with a very high myopic prescription on the right and a moderate myopic prescription on the left. On May 18, 2022, examination at Kresge Eye Institute showed 20/400 vision on the right and 20/80 vision on the left. By July 15, 2022, it was noted that there was a vitreous hemorrhage on the right side and a dense cataract on the right side. He underwent cataract surgery on the right side on September 15, 2022. By September 20, 2022, the vision on the right side measured 20/100. It was judged that there was angle recession on the right side and the thought was that the reduced vision on the right side was related to an old injury as a child. The visual fields are measured as constricted on both sides. Currently, he does not use eye drops and he does not wear glasses.
On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is count fingers only on the right side and 20/50 on the left side. This is with a spectacle correction of –1.50 –1.00 x 034 on the right and –4.75 –0.75 x 132 on the left. Near acuity with and without correction measures count fingers only on the right side and 20/70 on the left side at 14 inches. The pupils are equally round and reactive. An afferent defect is not appreciated. Applanation pressures are 15 on the right and 19 on the left. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable. There is a clear posterior chamber lens implant on the right side and a clear natural lens on the left side. The fundus examination shows a cup-to-disk ratio of 0.7 on both sides with a myopic appearance. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Goldmann visual field test utilizing a III4e stimulus without correction and with poor reliability shows the absence of a visual field on the right side and 55 degrees of horizontal field on the left side. Clinically, visual fields are measured with confrontation fingers and found to be narrow up close and to have the same width when measured at a distance.
Assessment:
1. Amblyopia.
2. Myopia.
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Mr. Blocker has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of cataract surgery on the right side. The level of vision on the right side is consistent with amblyopia as the preoperative refraction according to the records was a very high myopic strength on the right side and only moderate strength on the left side. There is a suggestion in the history of angle recession although I do not think that he has glaucoma based upon the examination. As well, the history suggests cataract on the left side, but I did not see pathology that would explain why his vision decreased from 20/20 when he was measured in 2021 to lower levels when measured in 2022 and on today’s examination. There may be a mild element of degenerative myopia although this does not explain the visual acuity nor contraction of the visual fields. Based upon these findings, one would expect Mr. Blocker to function as a monocular individual. I think he should be able to read small print, distinguish between small objects, and avoid hazards in his environment with the use of the left eye. I cannot find pathology to explain the loss of visual field and low vision on the right side and I think the prognosis for the left eye is good.

Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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